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constraints	 of	 tropical	 and	desert	 environments	 and	by	 cultural	 patterns	 of	













borrowing	and	syncretism,	and	ethnogenesis.	 	 It	complicates	 in	useful	ways	








of	how	Chiquitos	has	been	 reshaped	by	nearly	five	 centuries	of	 encounters	
between	the	indigenous	and	European	worlds.
Of Passionate Curves and Desirable Cadences: Themes on Waiwai Social Being. 
George Mentore.  Lincoln and London: University of Nebraska Press, 
2005.  xiv + 378 pp., illustrations, notes, references, index.  $49.90 (cloth). 
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roof	 of	 the	dwelling	house,	 the	most	 striking	 and	 effective	 embodiment	 of	
domestic	encirclement,	made	from	leaves	of	two	kinds	whose	respective	forms	



























	 The	chapter	 is	crucial,	 I	believe,	because	 it	 reminds	us	 that	 the	Waiwai	
of	Shepariymo	are	real	people	and	not	merely	creatures	of	the	paradigm	that	
Mentore	has	created	for	them	or,	more	importantly,	for	us.		It	has	to	be	said	
that	 for	 the	most	 part,	 the	description	 and	 analysis	 glide	 along	 at	 a	 rather	
high	level	of	abstraction	and	generalization,	on	which	personal	idiosyncrasies	
and	 incompatibilities—or	what	might	 be	 called	 the	 rough	 edges	 of	 social	
life—are	ironed	out	to	make	way	for	a	Waiwai	cultural	logic,	Waiwai	beliefs,	

































	 In	 a	 brief	 prologue,	Mentore	 introduces	 himself	 by	way	 of	 an	 astute	
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The Amazon: Land Without History.  Euclides da Cunha  (translation by 
Ronald Sousa of À margem da história (1909), with an introduction by 
Lúcia Sá). Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2006. 96 pp., 
introduction, maps, bibliography, index. $39.95 (cloth), $19.95(paper). 
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